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Preface 

The cell-phone, an inseparable instrument of 
present day life, has now reached the hands of 
all and sundry. Men, women, children, the rich 
the poor - all face the challenge of the cell- 
phone. This mobile tsunami has not spared 
anyone. 

The cell-phone companies are untiringly 
competing and offering new schemes and 
packages in a sinister attempt to lead customers 
into upgrading their phones and contracts. Daily 
the market is flooded with a range of phones 
with many new features and functions. 

The cell-phone has moved on from being a 
necessity to becoming a compendium of vain 
entertainment. In one's pocket is no more just a 
phone. Rather, a radio, tape recorder, camera, 
video, T.V. and even the internet is included 
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therein. As small as it is, this phone now has the 
capacity to give birth to a host of evils and vices. 

Tragically, the cell-phone has wrecked the lives 
of many innocent and chaste young people who 
hail from respectable homes. Photography and 
filming has become even more rife and common. 
With the earplug to the phone, many people 
perpetually listen to music (thus sowing in them 
the seeds of hypocrisy). The filth and garbage 
spewed on the net is now accessible in the palm 
of one's hand. As a result priceless hours are 
being burnt away on useless entertainment and 
games. 

Undoubtedly, there are those who strictly use 
the cell-phone when necessary. Even in such 
cases the limitations of Shariah are often 
overstepped and at times completely ignored. A 
common example is that of the musical ring 
tone. The sad part is the self-justification when 
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one is corrected or informed of the act being 
impermissible. 

For a long time I wished that someone would 
shed some Shar'ee light on the cell-phone itself 
and the various related masaail. I am greatly 
indebted to Moulana, Mufti Irtidaa-ul-Haq Hasan 
Saheb, an Ustaad at Mazaahirul Uloom 
Saharanpur. Mufti Saheb had obtained and made 
available a questionnaire consisting of thirty cell- 
phone related istiftaas (queries). The 
questionnaire was prepared by a student of 
Mazaahirul Uloom, Molvi Muhammad Salmaan 
Madraasi, and answered by the Darul Iftaa. 
These questions and answers are being 
presented for the benefit of the readers. 

Mufti Muhammad Salmaan Mansurpuri 
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Introduction 



The cellular phone 

It is an undoubted fact that the incorrect use of 
the cellular phone has caused and continues to 
cause great harm to the Ummah. It is perhaps for 
this reason that those who are against the use of 
the cellular phone become even more staunch in 
their view with each passing day. 

With regards to the harms, consider for instance 
the situation of a student of Deen (or any other 
student). He needs to have complete devotion, 
dedication and solitude. Thus, what good can 
there ever be for a student to possess a cell- 
phone whereas having many associations and 
being in contact with many people is a fatal 
poison for his ta'leem and torbiyot (nurturing). 
Apart from this, the cell-phone will be an 
additional financial burden on him. 
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Another severe harm of the cell-phone is that 
such people who generally do not go to public 
places to listen to music, view haraam films or 
watch other futile things, etc. out of shame and 
embarrassment, have found an easy and direct 
tool to engage in these vices. 

Likewise, despite numerous announcements in 
the masaajid, the sound of someone's cell-phone 
invariably destroys the sanctity of the musjid in 
almost every salaah. 

Yet another great harm of the camera phone is 
that people are able to very easily take photos of 
animate objects and other impermissible things. 

Nowadays with the new cell-phones, one can 
easily connect onto the internet. Fitnah and 
immorality is now knocking on the doors of our 
homes, the places of llm and even the places of 
Ibaadah. The heart of any Allah conscious 
Mu'min will shiver just at the thought of it. 
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In short, among the inventions of the west, this 
little item has wreaked such havoc which other 
bigger inventions have not done. By means of 
the phone, weakness is very swiftly entering our 
Deen and Akhlaaq. How pleased the enemies of 
Islam must be to witness this? 

Despite all these harms, it is still nevertheless 
possible for one to use the cell-phone in such a 
way that he is protected from its evils. It is not 
necessary that one must get involved in all or 
even some of its evils. Due to this, the Ulama are 
of the opinion that to declare a general ruling of 
impermissibility for the use of the cellular phone 
is incorrect. It is also incorrect to say that the 
people of virtue and taqwa who use a cell-phone 
are void of piety. 

For example, if a person sets his cellular phone 
on a completely normal ring (without any 
musical tone), switches it off at the time of 
salaah, stays away from playing futile games on 
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it, does not waste his valuable time and money 
watching cricket matches, etc., then none can 
compel such a person not to use it. It is incorrect 
to say that if a person has a cell-phone, then 
most definitely he will be entrapped with all its 
evils and harms. 

There are nevertheless, in this period of 
immense fitnah, thousands of Allah fearing 
people who are using the cell-phone within the 
limits of shariah. They strictly follow the principle 
that "Necessity must be restricted to the extent 
of necessity." Thus, they are an example to 
others and are worthy of congratulations. 

This booklet is a detailed discussion of the limits 
and restrictions within which one can use the 
cell-phone. The various laws pertaining to its use 
are mentioned. It is necessary that every Muslim 
abides by these laws so that he may continue 
fulfilling the purpose of his creation (which is to 
recognize Allah Ta'ala and worship Him). 
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Furthermore, abiding by these laws will deter 
those who use the cell-phone as a tool for the 
destruction of Akhlooq (character) and a means 
of spreading spiritual diseases. 

This booklet is, in fact, a compilation of all those 
questions that are posed regarding the use of the 
cellular phone. Reliable Muftis have given their 
detailed answers to these questions. 

With the taufeeq of Allah Ta'ala, as well as the 
insistence of some sincere friends, it came into 
the heart of the author, after witnessing the 
misuse of the cell-phone, that these masaail 
must be referred to the Muftis and thereafter 
made available to the public. 

In conclusion I make dua to Allah Ta'ala that He 
accept this humble effort and make it beneficial 
for the ummah. May Allah Ta'ala protect all the 
Muslims, especially our youth from the fitnahs 
and ploys of the forces of baatil. Aameen. 
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